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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the matter of* Vem Buchanan
Don Caldwell

Brad Combs
Venice Nissan Dodge MURNo._(gQS’/'
Sarasota 500, LLC,
d/b/a Sarasota Ford
Buchaaan Automotive

Holdings, Ise.
COMPLAINT

1.  Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington ("CREW™), Melanie
Sloan, Catlo A. Bell and David J. Padilla bring this complaint before the Federal Election
Commission ("FEC") seeking an immediate investigation and enforcement action against
Vem Buchmln.DonCaldweIl,'BndCombs, Venice Nissan Dodge, Sarasota 500, LLC
d/b/a Sarasota Ford and Buchanan Automotive Holdings, Inc. for direct and serious
violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act ("FECA").

Complningnts
2.  Complainmt CREW is a nen-profit corporution, esganized under section

citizens to be infomued sbeus the activities of gevernment aSBaials and to ensuring the
integrity of government officials. CREW is dedicated to empowering citizens to have
an influential voice in government decisions and in the governmental decision-making
process. CREW uses a combination of research, litigation, and advocacy to advance its
mission.

3.  In furtherance of its mission, CREW seeks to expose unethical and illegal
conduct of those involved in government. One way CREW does thil is by educating

, Citizens regarding the integrity of the electoral prooess and our system of government.

Toward this end, CREW meonituss the cmnpiign finance actiwities of those who rem for
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foderal office and publicizes those who viclate federal campaign finance laws.
Through its website, press releases and other methods of distribution, CREW also files
complaints with the FEC when it discovers violations of the FECA. Publicizing
campaign finance violators and filing complaints with the FEC serves CREW's mission
of kewpireg the public informed about individals and eatities wito violate campaign
fimance laws aild detdrring future violations of canapiign fimmce law.

4. In order to assess whether an individual, candidate, political committee or
other regulated entity is complying with federal campaigp firance !aw, CREW needs
the information contained in receipts and disbursements reports that political committees
must file pursuant to the FECA, 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(2); 11 C.FR. § 104.1. CREW is
hindered in its programmatic activity when an individual, candidate, political
commiittee or other regulated entity fails to disclose campaign finance information in
reports of receipts and disbursements required by the FECA.

5. CREW relies an the FEC's proper administration of the FECA's reporting
requirements because the FECA-mandated reports of receipts and disbursements are the
only source of information CREW can use to aztenmine if a candidate, political
commitiee or other regulated entity is complying with the FECA. Thke proper
administration of the FECA's reporting requirements includes mandating that all reports
of receipts and disbursements required by the FECA are properly and timely filed with
the FEC. CREW is hindered in its programmatic activity when the FEC fails to properly
administer the FECA's reporting requirements.

6.  Complainant Melanie Sloan is the executive director of Citizens for
Responsibility and Ethics in Washington, a citizen of the United States and a registered
vottr and residest of tile District ef ColtnBla. Carl> A. Bell and David J. Padilla are
citizens of the Unitesi Steiis amd registhund vess and resideais of tie Thisteutith
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Congressional District of Florida. MWM Ms. Sloan, Mr. Bell and Mr.
Padilla are entitled to receive information contained in reports of receipts and
disbursements required by the FECA, 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(2); 11 C.F.R. § 104.1. Ms.
Sloan, Mr. Bell and Mr. Padilla are harmed when a candidate, political committee or
other regulated endity fliils to report campaign finance activity as required by the
FECA. See FEC v, Aminy, 524 U.S. 11, 19 (1998), quoting Beskiey w, Vsigo, 424
U.S. 1, 66-67 (1976) (polititial commiittees must disclose contributors and
disbursements to help vaters understand who provides which candidates with finansial
sugport). Ms.Sloln.Mr.Beumdm.Padiuamfutthuhumedwhmme,FEC.ﬁﬂsm
properly administer the FECA's reporting requirements, limiting their ability to review
campaign finance information.
Respondents

7.  Vem Buchanan is a United States Congressman representing the Thirteenth
Congressional District of Florida. Vern Buchanan is also, on information and belief, the
sole shareholder of Buchanan Awternotive Heldings, ic. ("BAM™). BAH is, on
infornmtion sixd belief, the nmnaging member of five Flauiia limiied dsility commuriss
that operate five diffezant eritamebile deslorhips, ineluding Venice Nissan Dodge and
Sarasota 500, L.L.CC. d/b/a Suasota Fard (“Sazasote Ford”). Don Caldwell is a pastosr in
Venice Nissan Dodge. Brad Combs is 2 finance manager at Verice Nissen Dodge.

Factua] Allegations

8.  According to the swom affidavits of Carlo A. Bell and David J. Padilla,
attached hereto as Exhibits A and D respectively, as well as multiple news accounts, at
least seven employees of BAH automobile dealerships, including employees of Venice
Nissan Dodge and Sarmsota Ford, were efther reimbursed with corporate funds formaking
$1,000 co:mtaions © Rep. Buchanen’s 2086 ccagressional campign, or were zoorced
into amkizg contribuiions 10 Rep. Bucianan’s 2096 congressional canpuign.
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9.  The affidavit of Carlo A. Bell, the former finance director at Venice Nissan
Dodge, states that on September 15, 2005, Don Caldwell, the general manager of Venice
Nissan Dodge, called him into 2 meeting with Jack Prater, the Dodge sales manager, and
Jason Martin, the Dodge finance manager and Mr. Caldwell’s nephew. Exhibit A at § 2.
“Mr. Cildwell shuk the door to the sBice anxd told the thres of us that we needed to
conivibuts th tha camgpubig: of Vern Busisanan, wits was G resning for Casgress in
Flarida's 13* encgrenciemal dissriet. Mr. Caldwoll was holding caok in his hand at the
time and said that the company wesld reimbsrse us fer our canteinsions. He expleined
that the company would give us $1,000 cash in exchange for our writing $1,000 checks to
the campaign.” Exhibit A at §3. Mr. Bell asked Mr. Caldwell if this was legal. “Mr.
Caldwell did not answer [the] question, instead asking . . . if 1 was on the team ornot .. .
Afraid that [he] might lose [his] job if [he] refused, [Mr. Bell] replied yes, [he) was a part
of the team and agreed to write the check.” Exhibit A at§ 4.

10. Mn. Caldwell then fomded Mr. Befl $1,000 iz cash. He also handed $1,000
m'am»mm.mmm.mﬁmmit Exhibit A at§ S. Mr. Bell
later discussed the moethsg with Ms. Prsttr and Mt. Mumstin, eed they ali sgreed timt it
scemad swong te acstpt $1,000 in cash to writs chosits to the Buchanan campaign, “but
we were all afaid that refusing to do so might endangsr our empleyment with Venice
Nissan Dodge.” Exhibit A at§ 6. Mr. Bell subsequently learned that two other Venice
Nissan Dodge employees, Marvin White and William Mullins, also received $1,000 cash
reimbursements when they agreed to write checks to the Buchanan campaign. Exhibit A
at§8. Seealso Vern Buchanan for Congress, FEC Form 3, October Ouarterly Report,
October 14, 2005, pp. 76, 88, 99, 129 (attached as Exhibit C).

11. On September i5, 2003, the same day he was given the $1,000 by Mr.
Caléwell, Mr. Bell depusited $980 fh cadh to His baifk account, keeping the remnaining $40
for spaadiing money. On Septetbber 17, 2005, Mr. Ball wrote a cloxtk to the Buchanan
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campaign for $1,000. Exhibit A at§ 7. Copies of the deposit slip and Mr. Bell’s
cancelled check are attached as Exhibit B.

12. Mr. Bell's account of the reimbursement scheme is confirmed by the swom
affidavit of David J. Padifla, who was a finance munaper at Venice Nissan Dodge at the
time. Accarding W Mr. Padiilla"s affidavff, in Septemhber 2805 ke was appresched by Brad
Combs, anctiter finreise manager st Venice Nassmn Dddge, wino told him that “Ms.
Buchasxn nsadall campaigs contsibutiona and thes ssyone whe mad= a sontributian would
get his maney back plns additional compensation.” Emkihit D et §2. When Mr. Padilla
refused to participate in the reimbursement scheme, Mr. Combs tald him “that all of the
managers were being asked to contribute and that many were planning to accept
reimbursements in exchange for contributions.” Exhibit D at {4. Mr. Padilla later
discovered that several other Venice Nissan Dodge employees, including Mr. Bell, Mr.
Prater and Mr. Martin, had been reimbursed for making $1,000 contributions to Mr.
Buchanan’s congressional campaign. Exhibit D at 9] S&6.

13. Nor was the reinbureeme=t sdheme limited to Venice Nissa= Dodgs.
Joseph Kearr, the feemer finanta divestmy of Sarasota Fond, told the Capitol Hill
newspaper Roll Call that he persamally obsarvad campaign finanoe vialzticms sleead of
Rep. Buchanan’s 2006 general election end that some of the $8 millicn spent by the
Buchanan campagn in 2006 “was laundered corporate cash funneled through higher-ups

Lawsuit, Roll Call, June 2, 2008 (attached as Exhibit E). Mr. Kezer told Roll Call that
“he personally fielded phone calls from other dealership executives wanting to know
whether company reimbursement checks they had cashed put them in legal peril. ‘After
it happened, a couple of [nmnagers] confacted me because tirey were concerned,” Kezer
said. *I didn’t know &t the time . . . whether it was a good thing or abed thihg."™ Ses
Exhibit K.
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QOUNT ]

14.  FECA and FEC regulations specifically prohibit corporations from using
job discrimination, financial reprisals, or the threat of job discrimination or financial
reprisals to force employees to make political contributions. 2 U.S.C. § 441b(b)X3)(A);
11 CF.R. § 114.5(a)1). Cerporations ure alss prohibited from facititating the muking of
contributions o falural candidetes. FBC neguinticom specifieally dite as an enemgils of
illegal cerporate fasilitation “Vaing coercion, sach as the Sreat of a detimentel jab
action, the treat of any other financial reprisal, or the threat of force, to urge any
individual to make a contribution or engage in fundraising activities on behalf of a
candidate or political committee.” 11 C.F.R. § 114.2(f)(2)(iv).

15. By using coercion, including the implied threat of detrimental job action, to
force employees of the Buchanan automobile dealerships to make contributions to the
2006 Buchanan campaign, Vem Buchanan, Don Caldwell, Brad Combs, Venice Nissan
Dodge, Sarasota Ford and BAH all violated 2 U.S.C. § #81b(bX3XA)and 11 CF.R.
§114.2,

CQUNT II

16. FECA and FEC regulations both prohibit the making of a contribution in —
the name of a person other than the true source of the contribution. 2 U.S.C. § 441f, 11
CFR. § 110.4®)1)i).

17. By reimbursing &mployees for conributions nmde to tie 2006 Buchanan
campaign, Vam Bushesam, Don Caldwell, Brad Combs, Venice Nissan Dodge, Sarasota
Ford and BAH all violated 2 U.S.C. § 441fand 11 CF.R. § 110.4(b)X(1)G).

CQOUNT Il

18.  FECA and FEC regulations both prohibit cosporations flur: making

costsiiutions in conmoction with any fediiral election, inclulling eleations fiar the House of
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Representatives, 2 U.S.C. § 441b(a) and 11 C.F.R. § 114.2(a).

19. Byreimbursing employees with corporate funds for contributions made to
the 2006 Buchanan campaign, BAH, Venice Nissan Dodge and Sarasota Ford, and Vem
Buchanan, Don Caldwell and Brad Combs, as officers or directors of BAH and/or
Venice Nissen Dodge end/or Smutoga Ford, violated both 2 U.S.C. § 441b(a) and 11
CF.R. § 114.2(a).

CONCLUSION
WHEREFORE, Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington, Melanie
Sloan, Carlo Bell and David Padilla request that the Federal Election Commission

'conduct an investigation into these allegations, declare the respondents to have

violated the Federal Election Campaign Act and applicable FEC regulations, and
impose sanctions appropriate to these violations and take such further action as may be
appropriate, including referring this case to the Justice Department for investigation of
any violations of 2 U.S.C. §§ 441b(a) & 441f,



me this 19th day of August, 2008.

ft0 18 US.C. § 1001.

Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington, Melanie Sloan, Carlo Bell and
David Padilla, acting through Melanie Sloan, hereby verify that the statements made in the

Melanie Sloan ¥
Swom to and subscribed before

— SGLOTEFFOCT
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Affidavit of Carlo A. Bell
1. I was employed at Venice Nissan Dodge in Sarasota, Florida from 2001 through 2007.

2. On September 15, 2005, while I was serving as Venice Nissan Dodge’s finance director,
Don Caldwell, the genaral manager for the company end my direct supervisor, callsd me into a
meeting in the office of Jack Prater, Dodge sales manager. Also preseat was Jason Martin,
Dodge finance manager and Mr. Caldwell’s nephew.

3. Mr. Caldwell shiat the door to the office and told the three of us that we needed to
conmhmwtheumpugnofVemBuchmwhowasﬂ)enmmmgforConmmFlonda'
13" congressional disttict. Nir. Chlgwell was hoiding cah in his hend uf the tinse wnd said that
the sompmny wouid reitnbuese us for eur comafbmtinns. Ho supisitmsi thet the compmey wthid
give us 51,200 amh in exchenge for omr veriting $1,000 cifeoks 1a the campicm.

4, I told Mr. Caldwell that this did not seem right to me and asked him if it wes legal. Mr.
Caldwell did not answer my question, instead asking me if I was on the team or not. I sat quietly
for a minute loaking at Mr. Caldwell who stared back at me, waiting for my answer. Afraid that
I might lose my job if I refused, I replied yes; I was a part of the team and agreed to write the
check.

5. M. Caldwell handed me $1,000 in cmsh. Weither Mir. Prator ner M. Mistis spoke, bt
Me. Celdwell handed them $1,000 in cash as well, which they accepted.

6. Afven lemingg thie ciSam, I dissussed the mester with iy, Proane and M, Mertin ami we all
agreed that taking $1,600 ix cazh for waiting checks to the campsign seemed wrang, but we were
all afraid that refusing to do so might endanger our employment with Venice Nissan Dodge.

7.  The day after Mr. Caldwell gave me the $1,000, I made a cash deposit to my barik in the
ameent of $960, but kept the other 340, The day of the deposit, I wrote & chuck 0 the Buchassn
camphign snd handed it to Mr. Caldwell. Copies of the depusit slip vertlying ¥ie $96¢ deposit
and my check to the Buchanan campaign are attached.

8. 1intor discovesed that two other Venice Nissan Dodgs employess, Marvin White, the
used car amcager, aad Wilknm Finlling, a sziesmmn, sizo rosxived $1,00Q eash réimbursemeats
whan they agpaesl to write chaks to ths Buchazen cempaign.

9. Prior to writing the check to the Buchanan campaign, I had never contributed to a
political campaign and have not written checks to any other campaigns since that time.

I hezeby stteR, wader pesalty of perjury, that the fore is true and correct.

mmmnum Carin
B NOTARY PUBLIC DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA




EXHIBIT B

8SOLBTEFFOCT




120443107068

N -
. SUMMARY OF YOUR ACTIVITY
FARLD A BELL DOD ———— ' BTATENENT DATR 8EP 18 OB
STATENENT NUMBER =~=°-oc~=°=
- BEGINNING BALANGE - .
DEPOSIT AMOUNT  + ..
WITHDRAWAL .. - -
\ SERVICE ¢HARGE -
DEBITS 1 INTEREST PALD * L. e}
. ENDING BALANCE = - ’
- -..'-.-..- omtam .'--u @ ms®, ® u 0w abe u - 0 conaiiBTAdl smee -—v’ -y Wemmm .t an o —n.- --.. ;-nh—-a_q. .
. ]
{ PREEDOM EXTRAS CAN BE ADDED 7O ANY
LIUERTY SAVENGS BANK CHECKTNG
. ACGOUNT FOR JUST $8 PER WONTH.
o ASK FOR DETAZLS TODAY.
PRENZER BALANCE SUISIARY
n o VITVDRAWALS  DRPOSITS $:
AUG 31 CHECK NABER 120 REF #0852054099 2802.08 ./ﬂn 2 §:
SEP 17 DEPOSIT HYDE PARK 8428.8 P17 8
8£P 17 DEPOSIT MVOR PARK . 900. 00 ')u 0 9
SEP 18 SNTEREST PAJD 8/16 THROUSH 0/19 ° 384.47
CMEOKS PATD ON YOUR AUODUNT
DATE ANOUNT CHECK  DATE ANOUNT aMBcK  DATR ANGUNT
180 ob/at 280098 .
were o TN PALD THES YEAR: 8 BT e e e o e e
INTEREST RATE AS OF) ‘
“. 1. u-“ . i putll L
SUBIARY OF YOUR DEPUSIT ACCOUNTS
] ACCOUNT AGCOUNT MATURITY
DESCRIPTION NURBER BALANGE OATE
PROXIER : RN v . '
TOTAL Op ~=2 e——— 7
Family growing? Ease your growing 0

Pty pains with a Liwrty Mortgage . -
e e i T bk oy i sl v ¥4

Q’Z, . 00 Resular Daposit
. 09717708 03124112 027 COR10005 Seq:007
Tran fat: 980,00 X Im .00
Caghe 960.00 & luts 00
-m mm. aam owad ® » ® . E

|
*
W
]
*
|
;
* 1
DR  CJ2vvtico of Nehd on Deponin Wa sre Getaping the amiisbiy of 6 Ao s T.!-l_lt *’
' |
|



12044310710

D ,“‘ ‘ ’ , g 77 g ‘ =
2 "'":..wr'l “'.5_5"”251‘ ads23 @b
R CL fo

N3NNI Uberty Sevings Bark 02178 pm. 05332008 W2

e il |
DDUIUUDUD#

N
S RO
-.EA ...'..:.-. 3 e ---.--- -
S *“"mz ! %&
o - L L} ]
Y . .;; = ‘ ‘WE “v "'" 'J e

S5ENTo1 B4t T m:=:uq.ﬂx-oe"-- 43
i ms i ‘;JF %A [ ]
~d

- e ¢ W s mem——a - e ®eie 0EM w weflgt "y
b .

11 :0-93-05 os 598 R
ﬁ'-..—-




EXHIBIT C

- ITLBTEFPRPOZT




120443106712

F.E.C. IMAGE 25971178273
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F.E.C. IMAGE 25971178285

SCHEDULE A (FEC Form3 )

Use ssparte schsthiefe) ’ 1
EwZaD ReaPTa =t | ErAesAe o,
g ey bbbt i e L s Lo L L Tl il Lo .

http://Merndoa).sdndc.conVcgi-bin/fecimg/

S Name CLast. Firt, Mkidia inlied -
A Duie of Reasigt
Address «- v v
:- mcmmnmﬂu_ . a.! ' uaa ) 2005'
oy W ZpCech TramusBon 0 C008401 |
Lih A e AUNEUst of Eheh Receil (e PadC=
E:....‘ caicornmimen. C 200000 !
e [ e . !
Reepife: 2008 Eition CysbtoDs ¥ il iy o B i1 |
X Primary Guarel . y {
Otwr (spedly) v 2000.00 |
{
Pl Nume (Last, ik, Mkkie illel) {
5 Dule of Rocust :
el Adives 20300 Rampart Bnd.. 48 20" ' "28 ' " 2oas i
oy G ZpOwh Trnsscaanm: CO4MO1 |
Bunta Gorda B [~ Amoust of Bath Rsoslt 1D Pe0Od |
Seconipeticat cummiten. © c 100000 i
Ui Nesain tadgs Desnce Cocipasen |
) e T Soendm (20,80, $HavetIeN :
X Prinmry Ol i
Olhwr fapuciy) @ 1000.00 |
" il Nums (Lawt, Fisst, Noddie ey
C. Mymuns Dalw of Rosulst |
Addrrea v e PO,
aiing 1331 Harington Park Or. 2 n8 Zode
o Ge  Z9Cock Tronaaation 1 COO0M
Jasieacradlin B
oo peli faetion. c anm i
R Coapeten
|- ) B ETE v  nayauAC ey
X Pimmy Generd
Otwr owiv @ 420000
SUETOTAL ! Racsits Tis Page (oplionsl) 5%00.00

FECRimbisA{ Farmd | ov. 03008

1ofl

8/18/2008 «zz%m



12644310714
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SCHEDULE A (FEC Form3 )
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Affidavit of David J. Padilla

1. I was a finance manager at Venice Nissan Dodge and Sarasota Ford in Sarasota, Florida
from 2002 threugh 2@67.

2, In September 2005, after Vernon Buchanan announced he was running for Congress,
Brad Combs, another finance manager, came into my office and told me that Mr. Buchanan

- needed campaign contributions and that anyone who made a contribution would get his money

back plus additional compensation.

3. When Mr. CmbaabdmdlwmdmonthedaLlrephed.“youhmtobeomd
your mind.” I told Mr. Combs that accepting reimbursement for making a campaign contribution
is against the Inwr.

4, Mr. Carzzbs told me that all of the managers were being asked to contribute and that many
were planning to accept reimbursements in exchange for contributions. I said that I was not
going to participate. .

s. Soon thereafter, Carlo Bell, the finance director, told me that he had taken the deal and
accepted reimbursement in return for making a contribution to the Buchanan campeign.

6.  Ilater disewnnod thet soveral other empiegueos, instuding Jack Pwnw sl Jaom Martis,
aleo brd lwea wimbarsed for malsing contributions to Mr. Bambaere’s cemgressional campaign.

I heraby attwst, under panalty of perjury, that the forqgoing i true and carrect.

NAOMI SELIGMAN STEINER District of Columble: 88
mwmmmmmm'&mnm1 | mmmnm nl..tm'
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The lutest in a series of lawsnits against Rep. Vern Buchanan (R-Fla.) alleging consumer frand at car dealerships
he owns was filed last week, turning up the heat on the freshman lawmaker and setting the stage for a long, hot
summer in central Florida.

Individuals slose to the law=uits are also signaling that illegations of campaign finance violations by Buchanan
could become a key plank in the growing caseload against the lawmaker — lawsuits that could number seven by

July 1.
Mwmwwmmwmdmmmmmmmnmm
umpdgnamm

Joseph Kezer, a former finance director at Buchanan’s Sarasota Ford dealership, claimed in court

filed
Thm&uhemﬁndhuym&rw‘huddmmbungmpmdm&edzmi:ndud
newanduedm

“Th:zre was so mubh fraud in and cut of the " Rezey-suid Friday in an interview with Roll Call. “They were

putting so muth pressure on me to both look the other way and participete ... I kept telling them, ‘no,’ to the point
ﬂ-tit-tmewjob.'

Amﬂhgmlﬂl-mﬂmwunmhmﬂsdehmmd-dmmmm
loan applicstiens as vrell as mislad cuniamers, alwhﬁnﬂh‘ng?ordlhorco.ﬁsﬂnnumbyfuudnlmﬂy

moeting asles quotas, .

Buchanan, business partner Darrin Chrisman and a dealership sales manager are named in the lawsuit,

Kezer also alleged in an interview with Roll Call that he observed campaign finance violations ahead of
Buchanan's narrow 2006 victory against bank executive Christine Jennings (D). In the most expensive House race
lutcyde,nunhnunlpentmmssmmionofhhmmoney according to CQ MoneyLine, to win by 369
votes.

Buchenan is expacted o f2o2 2 rematch with Jannings in Nerembar.

Same of the Buchanan recerd $8 million ﬂleaoos !
u:.hmm. $8 n;n:'ltqm > campaign, according to Keser, likely was

mwmmmmmmuwmmm&moﬁumpm
wanting to know whether counpany reimbuisement checks they'had cushed put them in legal peril.

'Affer it of contacted me bezaude Karersaid “I
e Tk o o e e BT

hitp://www.rollcall.com/issues/53_144/news/25501-1.html?type=printer_friendly 8/18/2008
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Buchanan spokeswoman Tibbetts declined to answer Kezer’s charges, saying only that “it’s the campaign’
mmmmﬂmmm‘hmu-' oy : ¢

The lawmaker’s business partner, Chrisman, however, dismissed charges of consumer fraud at the dealership
outright, calling Kesar “a disgruztizd former employne.”

“He was terminated seven months ago for poor performance,” Chrisman said. “All of the charges are false. It's just
a matter of sour grapes.”

Chrisman also dismissed lawsuits filed May 21 by Willie Lee, another former dealership employee. In court
papers, Lee alleged that he is owed back pay and was wrongly charged sexvice fees at the ip.

Amuziing to Clerlonzau, Lev was fired from the dealeselilp “for psor auciwater sefisinstien.” i€e also questioned the
motives behind Lee’s lawsuit, which is seeking back pay for unused vacation and for a sexvice fee he incurred
when gsiaonally buying a velvrla fram the dealezship.

“If you're termingied, you're not entitled to your vwacation pay, according to documents that he signed when he was
hired,” Chrisman said. “And he never came to us ... all of the sudden he just wants a couple of weeks vacation

payl?”

Regerding sfiegations €t Buchanen misased corporate money to fixinnce his 2006 run, Chrimnan declined to
comment. He also questioned the motives behind naming Buchanan in the suit, calling him “basically a silent
investor.” Still, he confirmed the Congressman’s corporate offices were once located at the Sarasota Ford
dealership.

“I cama on the sazne in Nowermber 2006, £0 I am net really privy to whet happenes hefome * Chriscan said.

Mmdxmmhﬁ:hmdﬁea:g:ghmnﬂw;yhm—smnumdm—wzw
I ts att 3 tomoti tivist, D Overholt. in buildi
theuae‘aslinst!nd:mnandhuded:lhxp. “

In an istimviene Brisiny, Lyons Geclimed fo elaborite on axy future lawsuits syainst Bachasoan, Bist confirmed that
he nupeesenix maivdple pesple who ham tied emiat papenniagainet thie lanenaleer o3 his businesses.

“All I can say at this point: Where there’s smoke, there’s fire. We're familiar with at least four dealerships where
the s=me artixitios are azourring, [m<] the only cozamon thread is [Puahanan’s] cumership,” Lyoss said. “Based
upan what we nze, there.are anumber of Hlegal activities going on at a number of different dealerships.”
Buchanan's office confirmed the lawmaker is a “passive investor” in five dealerships.

Ovelholt, who Eas shepherded numereus class-axtion lawsuits and is working with seven Buchanan whistle-
blomrers, speculatiad that it ==ay be diffieult fir tive lewrmker to distzwee hitnsel Fom the allegations.

“Wich the Gocamezts we hywe, the kevidistige of hunv car dealess spesste ... his dmlers’ agruuarents, as well as the
statements from our dlients, there’s no way Buchanan could not have known,” Overholt said.

ansl © R0ll Calll Ine. Allwigiihvenpaved

http://www.rollcall.com/issues/S3_144/news/25501-1.htmi?type=printer_friendly 8/18/2008



